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in need. The USA Freedom Corps also helps
strengthen the non-profit sector and supports
other national service programs and initia-
tives such as the Peace Corps, Citizen Corps,
AmeriCorps, and Senior Corps. These efforts
can help us build a more hopeful country
and create a chain of compassion for genera-
tions to come.

Volunteers demonstrate kindness and
touch lives. With hard work and dedication,
volunteers help the less fortunate, respond
to crises, mentor children, assist the elderly,
and strengthen our communities. I urge all
Americans to serve others and to learn more
about service opportunities by visiting the
USA Freedom Corps website at volun-
teer.gov. By providing help and hope to oth-
ers, Americans can lead the world toward a
more caring and compassionate tomorrow.

Now, Therefore, I, George W. Bush,
President of the United States of America,
by virtue of the authority vested in me by
the Constitution and laws of the United
States, do hereby proclaim January 29, 2008,
as the Sixth Anniversary of the USA Freedom
Corps. I call upon the citizens of this great
country to find ways to volunteer and to use
their time, energy, and talents to help their
fellow Americans, and I commend the efforts
of the USA Freedom Corps and all those who
answer the call to serve.

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand this twenty-eighth day of January,
in the year of our Lord two thousand eight,
and of the Independence of the United
States of America the two hundred and thir-
ty-second.

George W. Bush

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
8:45 a.m., January 30, 2008]

NoTE: This proclamation was published in the
Federal Register on January 31.
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Memorandum on Waiver of Section
1083 of the National Defense
Authorization Act for Fiscal Year
2008

January 28, 2008

Presidential Determination No. 2008-9

Memorandum for the Secretary of State

Subject: Waiver of Section 1083 of the
National Defense Authorization Act for
Fiscal Year 2008

By the authority vested in me as President

by the Constitution and the laws of the
United States, including section 301 of title
3, United States Code, and section 1083(d)
of the National Defense Authorization Act
for Fiscal Year 2008 (the “Act”), I hereby
determine that:

e All provisions of section 1083 of the Act,
if applied to Iraq or any agency or in-
strumentality thereof, may affect Iraq or
its agencies or instrumentalities, by ex-
posing Iraq or its agencies or instrumen-
talities to liability in United States
courts and by entangling their assets in
litigation.

e The economic security and successful
reconstruction of Iraq continue to be
top national security priorities of the
United States. Section 1083 of the Act
threatens those key priorities. If per-
mitted to apply to Iraqg, section 1083
would risk the entanglement of substan-
tial Iraqi assets in litigation in the
United States—including those of the
Development Fund for Iraq, the Cen-
tral Bank of Iraq, and commercial enti-
ties in the United States in which Iraq
has an interest. Section 1083 also would
expose Iraq to new liability of at least
several billion dollars by undoing judg-
ments favorable to Iraq, by foreclosing
available defenses on which Iraq is rely-
ing in pending litigation, and by creating
a new Federal cause of action backed
by the prospect of punitive damages to
support claims that may previously have
been foreclosed. If permitted to apply
to Iraq, section 1083 would have a sig-
nificant financial impact on Iraq and
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would result in the redirection of finan-
cial resources from the continued re-
construction of Iraq and the harming of
Iraq’s stability, contrary to the interests
of the United States.

o A waiver of all provisions of section
1083 with respect to Iraq and any agen-
cy or instrumentality of Iraq is therefore
in the national security interest of the
United States and will promote the re-
construction of, the consolidation of de-
mocracy in, and the relations of the
United States with, Iraq.

e Iraq continues to be a reliable ally of
the United States and a partner in com-
bating acts of international terrorism.
The November 26, 2007, Declaration of
Principles for a Long-Term Relation-
ship of Cooperation and Friendship be-
tween the Republic of Iraq and the
United States of America confirmed the
commitment of the United States and
Iraq to build an enduring relationship
in the political, diplomatic, economic,
and security arenas and to work to-
gether to combat all terrorist groups, in-
cluding al-Qaida.

Accordingly, I hereby waive all provisions
of section 1083 of the Act with respect to
Iraq and any agency or instrumentality there-
of.

You are authorized and directed to notify
the Congress of this determination and waiv-
er and the accompanying memorandum of
justification, incorporated by reference here-
in, and to arrange for their publication in the
Federal Register.

George W. Bush

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
8:45 a.m., February 4, 2008]

NoTE: This memorandum and its accompanying
justification will be published in the Federal Reg-
ister on February 5.

Address Before a Joint Session of the
Congress on the State of the Union

January 28, 2008

Madam Speaker, Vice President Cheney,
Members of Congress, distinguished guests,
and fellow citizens: Seven years have passed
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since I first stood before you at this rostrum.
In that time, our country has been tested in
ways none of us could have imagined. We
faced hard decisions about peace and war,
rising competition in the world economy, and
the health and welfare of our citizens. These
issues call for vigorous debate, and I think
it's fair to say, we've answered the call.
[Laughter] Yet history will record that amid
our differences, we acted with purpose, and
together we showed the world the power and
resilience of American self-government.

All of us were sent to Washington to carry
out the people’s business. That is the purpose
of this body. It is the meaning of our oath.
It remains our charge to keep.

The actions of the 110th Congress will af-
fect the security and prosperity of our Nation
long after this session has ended. In this elec-
tion year, let us show our fellow Americans
that we recognize our responsibilities and are
determined to meet them. Let us show them
that Republicans and Democrats can com-
pete for votes and cooperate for results at
the same time.

From expanding opportunity to protecting
our country, we've made good progress. Yet
we have unfinished business before us, and
the American people expect us to get it done.

In the work ahead, we must be guided by
the philosophy that made our Nation great.
As Americans, we believe in the power of
individuals to determine their destiny and
shape the course of history. We believe that
the most reliable guide for our country is the
collective wisdom of ordinary citizens. And
so in all we do, we must trust in the ability
of free peoples to make wise decisions and
empower them to improve their lives for
their futures.

To build a prosperous future, we must
trust people with their own money and em-
power them to grow our economy. As we
meet tonight, our economy is undergoing a
period of uncertainty. America has added
jobs for a record 52 straight months, but jobs
are now growing at a slower pace. Wages are
up, but so are prices for food and gas. Ex-
ports are rising, but the housing market has
declined. At kitchen tables across our coun-
try, there is a concern about our economic
future.



